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LISTOPAD 

 A  new Czech film, ñListopadò,  will be shown at TCHCC on Sunday, February 8, 2015 at 

4:00 PM.  This film is based on the events and protests of the historic Velvet Revolution in the Czech 

Republic  It tells the story of living under ñCommunisumò in 1989 from the perspective of students, 

artists, and dissidents.  Admission $10.  See synopsis on Page 7 

                                        Naġe TŠi JiŠiny     (Our Three Georgias) 

Georgia Funderburk, Georgia Kovar, and Georgia Vyvial 

2015 Czech Classes Resume on 

Sunday, January 18 at 1:00 PM.  

Call 888-785-4500 or e-mail 

info@czechtexas.org  to register. 

How does one describe a volunteer?  Is it dedica-

tion, tenacity, love of work, caring for others, 

being a good team member, or being proud of 

heritage?  Many of the volunteers at the Texas 

Czech Heritage and Cultural Center can be de-

scribed by those attributes.  Among those are 

three who have volunteered their time and money 

to promoting and watching the growth of 

TCHCC from a plot of land along the banks of 

the Colorado River to a house on the property 

restored by volunteers in 2001.  Helping with the 

Kalich House restoration and then after that each 

working at least one day a week to greet visitors 

during the years following, they are still donating 

their time to promote the growth of TCHCC. 

Georgia Kovar is there every Monday,  Georgia 

Funderburk is there on Tuesday and Georgia 

Vyvial is there every Wednesday.  In addition to 

those days, they always help where ever needed 

and at every event held for the past 15 years.  

Thank you to our three Georgias for their dedica-

tion. You helped us grow through many changes.  

THANK YOU!  



 

Dear TCHCC Members,                                                                                                                                                                             

           Happy New Year to all of you.  Thank you to all for the Christmas Greetings and for your sustaining memberships. . 

Included in this E-News are upcoming events scheduled for TCHCC and other activities of interest to Czechs.  

            Jeffrey Brown, producer of the movie, Listopad, will be present on January 18, 2015, to answer questions about                                        

the film (see synopsis on page 7).                                                                                                                                                            

You will also want to get your tickets for the John Dujka Concert on February 14, 2015. Seating is limited.          

           The Texans of Czech Ancestry will have their annual TOCA Awards Dinner on March 28, 2015, beginning at 4:00 PM 

at the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center.  Contact TOCA President Arlene Cloyd at arlenecloyd@yahoo.com.                                                                                                                                              

           On April 11, 2015, the University of Texas will celebrate 100 years of the teaching of the Czech language at UT-Austin 

with a symposium at the Glickman Conference Center.                                                                                                                                 

 Tribute to Czech Immigrants will be observed on May 17, 2015, during Slavnost-May Fest.   Recognized will be those 

who came to Texas from 1911 through 1915 and earlier if they have not been recognized.  You are invited to participate in the 

program to receive Certificates.  Contact TCHCC as early as possible and no later than May 1st for forms to fill out with 

names of ancestors and their departure village.  

Retta Slavik Chandler                                                                                                                                                                          

TCHCC President 

  

LIBRARY NEWS: WE ARE NOW ONLINE.   

You can go to the website and look at the ñcard catalogò of books 

we have.  The books and authors are listed by searching several 

ways.  These books are either on the shelves or stored in archival 

boxes, but they are a part of our collection.  Thank you to Amanda 

Hitt for the many hours she spent in selecting the applicable search 

words and cataloging the TCHCC collection.  Thank you to William 

and Betty Melnar for the grant that made this possible. Amanda Hitt 

The Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center 

is proud to announce that it has been named the 

Best Museum of Fayette County for the second 

consecutive year. Thank you to all who voted 

for us. Thank you to all who have toured the 

museum, use our library to research family 

roots and who support us through sustaining 

gifts. Thank you to our staff and volunteers for 

their dedication and care in meeting and guid-

ing our visitors through our exhibits.  

TCHCC  Receives 2014 Best Museum Award  



The Texas Czech Agriculture Museum- 

Dedicated to the Czech Farmer 

The Janak Barn 

 

Thanks to the generosity of three major donors, a replica of a turn of the century barn has been added to the Czech 

Village at the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center. Included are special features such as a drive-through 

that was used to bring in hay or grain or to saddle horses, a milking stall, and several places to exhibit selections 

of early farm equipment.  

 

Construction of the Janak Barn, which houses the Agriculture Museum, was made possible by three major donors, 

who paid for the materials and construction.  They are Rita Janak, Sanford and Mannie Schmid and the Economic 

Development Corporation of the City of LaGrange.  Additional in-kind contributions and volunteer labor resulted 

in a beautiful show barn that will be used for the display of equipment and tools used by the early farmer and in-

formation about farming at the turn of the century.   

 

Rita Janakôs donation was made in memory of her husband, Leo Janak.  

 

Sanford Schmidôs donation was made in memory of his ancestors, the Dockal Family, who came to Texas from 

Sloupnice, a village in the Czech Republic.   

 

Dedication ceremonies were held on October 18, 2014.  TCHCC President Retta Chandler thanked the donors for 

their generosity that made it possible to build such a wonderful and functional barn. Following her remarks, Mrs. 

Rita Janak, Sanford Schmid, and EDC President Gene Janecka, each addressed the large gathering seated in front 

of the barn. Mark Hermes, TCHCC Manager, supervised the construction of the Janak Barn and prepared the mu-

seum displays contained in the barn. 

 

 ñThe Texas Czech Agriculture Museum is a needed addition to the Czech Village whereby the story of how the 

early settlers made a living though the family farm can be told. It is a welcome addition to our tour of restored 

buildings in the Czech Villageò, said Mrs. Chandler 
 

 

THE JANAK BARN  

L-R   TCHCC President Retta Chandler, Mannie and Sanford Schmid, Rita Janak,                                             

  Mark Hermes, and  EDC President Gene Janecka. 



 



 



  

 

Czech Republic Bohemian & Moravian Tour 2015 

Tour Destination/Departure:  15 Days, Monday - Sunday 15 June 2015 

Tour Price:  USD 3,930.00* all inclusive, double USD 4240.00* all inclusive, single 
 

Day 1, Monday, 15.6. Depart USA, the luggage will be checked all the way to Europe. 

Day 2, Tuesday, 16.6.Arrive in Prague. Tour guide and transportation will wait for the group at the airport. Visit Prague Castle - 

an ancient symbol of the Czech lands, one of the most important cultural institutions in the Czech Republic. Hotel, Dinner. 

Day 3, Wednesday, 17.6.Breakfast in hotel. Depart for Plzen, visit the WWII Monument dedicated to the U.S. Army for liberat-

ing Plzen, and the historical town center. Lunch. Visit Marianske Lazne, see the "Singing Fountain" on every odd hour the foun-

tain dances to one of many famous compositions played for the night show; walk through the Colonnade built in 1899 and the 

city center in the spa area. Hotel, Dinner.   

Day 4, Thursday, 18.6.Breakfast in the hotel. Visit the world-famous Budwar Brewery in Ceske Budejovice, excursion and beer 

tasting, outlet shop. Lunch. Depart for Cesky Krumlov a UNESCO World Heritage Site, tour the city, one of the most beautiful 

historical cities of South Bohemia and Central Europe. Hotel, Dinner.  

Day 5, Friday, 19.6.Breakfast in the Hotel. Depart for the Moravian side, excursion to the UNESCO Kromeriz Garden - 

represents a masterpiece of sculpture decorations. Lunch is along the way to Roznov. Hotel, Dinner.   

Day 6, Saturday, 20.6.  Breakfast in Vila. Depart for the Dolni Cermna to the 27th International Folklore Festival - an all day 

event - lunch at the festival. Vila Hedvika, Dinner. 

 

Day 7, Sunday, 21.6.  Breakfast in the Vila. Church in Roznov, excursion of church structure interior, history and stations of the 

cross, and mortuary - today gallery. Lunch. Excursion to the Wallachian Museum - for features of forgotten traditional techno-

logical methods, folk art, trades and customs of our ancestors. Vila Hedvika, Dinner. 

 

Day 8, Monday, 22.6. Breakfast in the Vila. Tour the unique Candle Manufacture Unipar, excursion with outlet shop. Lunch.   

Visit the Lichnov Museum of the Czech emigrations to Texas, MUDR. Josef Simicek founder of the museum.  Vila Hedvika, 

DinnerðWallachian Open Air picnic. 

 

Day 9, Tuesday, 23.6. Breakfast in the Vila. Depart for Frenstat Museum, exposition devoted to emigration to Texas. Lunch. 

Visit the city center for shopping. Vila Hedvika, Dinner & Farewell Party. 

 

Day 10, Wednesday, 24.6.  Breakfast in the hotel. Depart for Prague. Visit Hranice square for some shopping. Lunch. Visit the 

oldest Blueprint Workshop - the method of printing on cotton canvas with the original hand forms unchanged since 1849, outlet 

shop. Hotel, Dinner. 

 

Day 11, Thursday, 25.6.  Breakfast in the hotel. Depart for Nizbor Glass Factory - excursion and outlet shop - the family has a 

long tradition in glass making. Lunch. Visit Karlstejn - see the village under the castle and the Museum of Nativity filled with old 

Czech nativity scenes, shopping. Hotel, Dinner. 

 

Day 12, Friday, 26.6.  Breakfast in hotel. Excursion to Vysehrad for the day, historical fort built sometime in the 10th century 

over the Vltava River. Visit the most interesting monuments and places in the complex. Lunch. A guided tour for some important 

exhibitions and monuments plus walk around on our own. Vysehrad Cemetery contains many famous people Antonin Dvorak, 

Bedfich Smetana, Karel Capek and Alphonse Mucha. Visit Tesco. Hotel, Dinner.   

 

Day 13, Saturday, 27.6. Breakfast in hotel. Depart to the center of Prague including lunch - sightseeing tour of major sights such 

as Venceslas Square, Old Town Square and Charles Bridge - free time for shopping. Hotel, Dinner. 

 

Day 14, Sunday, 28.6.  Breakfast in hotel. Depart for downtown Prague - Church. Lunch. Free time for shopping. Hotel, Dinner. 

The Price Includes:  Airfare/roundtrip:  Houston TX - Prague, economy class all trip and tours                                                                      

Accommodations:  12 overnights in first class and standard class hotels,  Meals and Drinks:  12 breakfasts, dinners or evening 

meals, 11 lunches, free selected drink with each meal (soft drink, a cup of coffee or tea, glass of beer),  Special   Events:  meet-

ings, genealogy  Guides:  all the tours, guided tours, excursions, etc.                                                                                                              

Contact  Patsy Robertson at 979-234-3697 or Probert420@aol.com to make reservations. 



Listopad 

Synopsis: Petr, Jiri and Ondrej are an unlikely trio of friends. An artist, a hockey player and a music trader, the 

boys survive Communism by playing sports, drinking beer, chasing girls and listening to underground music. But 

they are bound together by their common desire for freedom and, on a cold, dark night in November, Petr, Jiri and 

Ondrej join the front lines of a student demonstration in the streets of Praha.  

Based upon true stories from the 'Velvet Revolution', Listopad is a timeless story of political and artistic courage. 

Seen through the eyes of Petr, Jiri and Ondrej, Listopad brings to life the exhilarating days of November 1989 

when, in spite of everything and everyone arrayed against them, students, artists and dissidents filled the streets of 

Praha to stand up for their hopes and dreams of freedom. (http://listopadfilm.com/synopsis.html) 

--Jeffrey Brown has produced a number of award-winning narrative features and feature documentaries in Europe, 

Africa and the USA. His narrative feature Mamas & Papas won Best Film and Best Script at the 2010 Hamptons 

IFF while Shut Up and Shoot Me won Best Narrative Feature at the 2007 AFI Dallas IFF. He executive produced 

Academy Award-winning Czech director Jan Sverakôs Kooky, Special Jury Prize Winner at the 2010 Karlovy Vary 

IFF in the Czech Republic. He just completed production on a feature documentary on Somali pirates and is in post

-production on Listopad, a narrative feature on the Czech Republic's Velvet Revolution, and the Last Underground, 

on Czech underground art and music. He is Co-Producer of No No: A Dockumentary premiered at 2014 Sundance 

Film Festival and played SXSW and is set for release in September 2014. His recent documentary The Grove, Texas 

won Best Texas Film at Fredicksberg's 2014 Hill Country Film Festival this past May. Jeffrey splits time between 

Prague, Czech Republic, where he has lived for the last 20 years, and Wimberley, TX. 

 

University of Texas at Austin-Chair in Czech Studies 

University of Texas to celebrate 100 Years of Czech 

 

 The year 2015 marks the centennial of the teaching of the Czech language at UT and will be celebrated with a 

symposium on Saturday April 11, 2015, at the Glickman Conference Center in the Liberal Arts Building.  The event 

is sponsored by The Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies and the Texas Chair in Czech Studies. 

 The committee planning this event includes Mary Neuburger, Director, Center for Russian, East European 

and Eurasian Studies and Chair and Professor, Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies, and Mark Hopkins, Lec-

turer, Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies.  The planning committe also includes James Sassin, Ray Lenart, 

and Mark Labaj all from the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas (CEFT).   CEFT was the source of endowment 

funding that established the Texas Chair of Czech Studies in 1990. 

 Keynote Speaker will be Robert Hutchings, Dean, LBJ School of Public Affairs, whose experience in foreign 

affairs includes familiarity with the Czech lands of central Europe.  Other speakers will review eras of teaching of 

the Czech language at UT over the last century and the impact of ex-students in their careers nationally and interna-

tionally. 

 

Texas Czech Legacy Project 

The Texas Czech Legacy Project (TCLP) in the Department of the Slavic and Eurasian Studies at 

the University of Texas aims to offer comprehensive information about the language and culture 

of the Texas Czechs.  Their first and most ambitious undertaking is the Texas Czech Dialect Ar-

chive, the user interface and data base with audio recordings collected from ethnic Czech Mora-

vians in Texas since the 1970s through the 2000s.  Some 15 recordings with transcripts are now 

available on their website  http://laits.utexas.edu/txczechproject. 

The project team includes:  Lida Cope, Project Director, Mark Hopkins, On-Site Coordinator and 

Transcription:  Ryan S. Miller, Web Designer; Hans C. Boas, Project Advisor, Mary Neuburger, 

Project Advisor; John Tomecek, Project Consultant. 

http://listopadfilm.com/synopsis.html

