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HAPPY NEW YEAR

Na g & JiSiny (Our Three Georgias)

How does one describe a volunteer? Is it dedica-

tion, tenacity, love of work, caring for others,

being a good team member, or being proud of i
heritage? Many of the volunteers at the Texas 3 - &5 m
Czech Heritage and Cultural Center can be de-
scribed by those attributes. Among those are
three who have volunteered their time and money
to promoting and watching the growth of

TCHCC from a plot of land along the banks of
the Colorado River to a house on the property
restored by volunteers in 2001. Helping with the
Kalich House restoration and then after that ead
working at least one day a week to greet visito
during the years following, they are still donating
their time to promote the growth of TCHCC.
Georgia Kovar is there every Monday, Georgis
Funderburk is there on Tuesday and Georg
Vyvial is there every Wednesday. In addition tdg
those days, they always help where ever need
and at every event held for the past 15 year

Thank you to our three Georgias for their dedica- Georgia Funderburk, Georgia Kovar, and Georgia Vyvial
tion. You helped us grow through many changes.
THANK YOU!
LISTOPAD 2015 Czech Classes Resume on

A new Czech film, #@AListopado, wi Il be sho#pdap Janudrfid &S00, Sunda
4:00 PM. This film is based on the events and protests of the historic Velvet Revolution in the Czech Call 888-785-4500 or e-mail
Republic 't tells the story of Iiving under i CgB@tielhiead P totedistet 9 8 9
artists, and dissidents. Admission $10. See synopsis on Page 7

Teaas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center—250 West Fairgrounds Read - PO Box 6, La Grange, Texas 78945
For infovmation call: 1-888-785-4500 o1 979-968-9399. E-mail: info@czechtexas.cng Website: wuwu.czechtexas.ong
Send questions te Retta Chandler, President and Chainman of the Board. Fublished on befialf of Board of Diectors, Velunteers
and Supparters of TCHCC




Dear TCHCC Members,

Happy New Year to all of you. Thank you to all for the Christmas Greetings and for your sustaining memberships.
Included in this ENews are upcoming events scheduled for TCHCC and other activities of interest to Czechs.

Jeffrey Brown, producer of the movigstopad will be present on January 18, 2015, to answer questions about
the film (see synopsis on page 7).
You will also want to get your tickets for the John Dujka Concert on February 14, 2015. Seating is limited.

The Texans of Czech Ancestry will have their annual TOCA Awards Dinner on March 28, 2015, beginning at 4:00 F
at the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center. Contact TOCA President Arlene Cloyd at arlenecloyd@yahoo.com.

On April 11, 2015, the University of Texas will celebrate 100 years of the teaching of the Czech languageistirtUT
with a symposium at the Glickman Conference Center.
Tribute to Czech Immigrants will be observed on May 17, 2015, during SlaMaysFest. Recognized will be those
who came to Texas from 1911 through 1915 and earlier if they have not been recognized. You are invited to participate i
program to receive Certificates. Contact TCHCC as early as possible and no later than May 1st for forms to fill out with
names of ancestors and their departure village.

Retta Slavik Chandler
TCHCC President

LIBRARY NEWS: WE ARE NOW ONLINE.

You can go to the website and | oc¢
we have. The books and authors are listed by searching several

ways. These books are either on the shelves or stored in archival

boxes, but they are a part of our collection. Thank you to Amanda

Hitt for the many hours she spent in selecting the applicable search

\ words and cataloging the TCHCC collection. Thank you to William
Amanda Hitt and Betty Melnar for the grant that made this possible.

TCHCC Receives 2014 Best Museum Award

The Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center
is proud to announce that it has been named the
Best Museum of Fayette County for the second
consecutive year. Thank you to all who voted
for us. Thank you to all who have toured the

2014
“Readers Choice” Award

BEST

of Fayette County

museum, use our library to research family ‘ ki iR g

roots and who support us through sustaining Texas Czech Heritage & Cultural Center
gifts. Thank you to our staff and volunteers for selcted by the readers of The Fayette County Record or

their dedication and care in meeting and guid- ~ BEST MUSEUM/CULTURAL CENTER

ing our visitors through our exhibits. oy ldioe

.....
nd




THE JANAK BARN

L-R TCHCC President Retta Chandler, Mannie and Sanford Schmid, Rita Janak,
Mark Hermes, and EDC President Gene Janecka.

The Texas Czech Agriculture Museum
Dedicated to the Czech Farmer
The Janak Barn

Thanks to the generosity of three major donors, a replica of a turn of the century barn has been added to the (
Village at the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center. Included are special features such-dsrawyive

that was used to bring in hay or grain or to saddle horses, a milking stall, and several places to exhibit selectic
of early farm equipment.

Construction of the Janak Barn, which houses the Agriculture Museum, was made possible by three major dol
who paid for the materials and construction. They are Rita Janak, Sanford and Mannie Schmid and the Econc
Development Corporation of the City of LaGrange. Addition&dimd contributions and volunteer labor resulted

in a beautiful show barn that will be used for the display of equipment and tools used by the early farmer and i
formation about farming at the turn of the century.

Rita Janakés donation was made in memory of her h

Sanford Schmidés donation was made in memory of h
Sloupnice, a village in the Czech Republic.

Dedication ceremonies were held on October 18, 2014. TCHCC President Retta Chandler thanked the donor
their generosity that made it possible to build such a wonderful and functional barn. Following her remarks, Mr
Rita Janak, Sanford Schmid, and EDC President Gene Janecka, each addressed the large gathering seated i
of the barn. Mark Hermes, TCHCC Manager, supervised the construction of the Janak Barn and prepared the
seum displays contained in the barn.

fnThe Texas Czech Agriculture Museum is a needed :
early settlers made a living though the family farm can be told. It is a welcome addition to our tour of restored
buil dings in the Czech Villageo, said Mrs. Chandl



Texas Czech Heritage & Cultural Center
www.czechtexas.org

2015 UPCOMING EVENTS

Second Sundays Czech Conversational Language Classes
1:00-4:00 PM 2™ Sundays of each month.
510 per person per class. Pre-registration requested.
Call to verify dass availability.

lanuary — May 2015 Museum Exhibit: Featuring Czech Kroj and Ceramics
Members and friends are welcomed to bring items to be
displayed.

February 8 Listopad Film Presentation — Hanslik Hall

Produced by Jeffrey Brown, based on true stories from
the Velvet Revolution, Listopad is a timeless story of
political and artistic courage.

February 14 Valentines Dinner & Concert
Treat your Sweetheart for Valentines!!
Featuring local wines with appetizers from 4-6 PM.
Dinner at & PM by Bistro 108, served to your table.
Piano Concert by Prof. John Dujka from 7-9 PM.
Formal attire. Contact us for tickets. Qnfy 80 fickets solg!

May 17 ‘Slavnost’ — May Fest and Tribute to the Immigrants
Tribute to the Immigrants of 1911-1915 at 10 AM
Music by Fritz Hodde & The Fabulous Six - 12-4 PM
Moon Meal = Deserts = Gift Shop = Raffle = Museums

lune 27 CHS/TCHCC Youth & Family Day
Activities = Moon meal-RSWPE + Tours = Presentations
October 16-17 Heritage Fest & Muziky

Friday, Oct. 16 — Oktoberfest on the Deck.

Music by the Dujka Brothers Band
Saturday, Oct. 17 — Biergarten - Music by:

The Shiner Hobo Band and Enzian Baum Band
Craft Vendors = Heritage Demonstrations
Antique Farm Equipment Show = Antique Car Show
Museum Tours = Village Tours = Speakers = Food

Amphitheater 7-9:30 PM
Muziky, Muziky Performance: The Legends Series, Part IlI:
‘Back by Popular Demand’ 2015 Feature:
The Joe Patek Orchestra recreated, Part I

9:30 PM: Fireworks Finale

Maore events to be onnounced. Watch the website for updotes.

250 W, Fairgrounds Road = POBox® = La Grange, TX 78945 = 1-888-785-4500+ info@czechtexas.org
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Czech Republic Bohemian & Moravian Tour 2015
Tour Destination/Departure: 15 Days, Mond&unday 15 June 2015
Tour Price: USD 3,930.00* all inclusive, double USD 4240.00* all inclusive, single

Day 1, Monday, 15.6Depart USA, the luggage will be checked all the way to Europe.

Day 2, Tuesday, 16.&rrive in Prague. Tour guide and transportation will wait for the group at the airport. Visit Prague-Castle
an ancient symbol of the Czech lands, one of the most important cultural institutions in the Czech Republic. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 3, Wednesday, 17.8reakfast in hotel. Depart for Plzen, visit the WWII Monument dedicated to the U.S. Army for liberat-
ing Plzen, and the historical town center. Lunch. Visit Marianske Lazne, see the "Singing Fountain" on every odd haowr the fou
tain dances to one of many famous compositions played for the night show; walk through the Colonnade built in 1899 and the
city center in the spa area. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 4, Thursday, 18.@8reakfast in the hotel. Visit the worfdmous Budwar Brewery in Ceske Budejovice, excursion and beer
tasting, outlet shop. Lunch. Depart for Cesky Krumlov a UNESCO World Heritage Site, tour the city, one of the most beautiful
historical cities of South Bohemia and Central Europe. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 5, Friday, 19.6Breakfast in the Hotel. Depart for the Moravian side, excuttsidhe UNESCO Kromeriz Garden -
represents a masterpiece of sculpture decorations. Lunch is along the way to Roznov. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 6, Saturday, 20.6.Breakfast in Vila. Depart for the Dolni Cermna to the 27th International Folklore Fesdinalll day
event- lunch at the festival. Vila Hedvika, Dinner.

Day 7, Sunday, 21.6.Breakfast in the Vila. Church in Roznov, excursion of church structure interior, history and stations of the
cross, and mortuarytoday gallery. Lunch. Excursion to the Wallachian Musedar features of forgotten traditional techno-
logical methods, folk art, trades and customs of our ancestors. Vila Hedvika, Dinner.

Day 8, Monday, 22.6Breakfast in the Vila. Tour the unique Candle Manufacture Unipar, excursion with outlet shop. Lunch.
Visit the Lichnov Museum of the Czech emigrations to Texas, MUDR. Josef Simicek founder of the museum. Vila Hedvika,
Dinne® Wallachian Open Air picnic.

Day9, Tuesday, 23.6Breakfast in the Vila. Depart for Frenstat Museum, exposition devoted to emigration to Texas. Lunch.
Visit the city center for shopping. Vila Hedvika, Dinner & Farewell Party.

Day 10, Wednesday, 24.6Breakfast in the hotel. Depart for Prague. Visit Hranice square for some shopping. Lunch. Visit the
oldest Blueprint Workshopthe method of printing on cotton canvas with the original hand forms unchanged since 1849, outlet
shop. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 11, Thursday, 25.6.Breakfast in the hotel. Depart for Nizbor Glass Factaycursion and outlet sheghe family has a
long tradition in glass making. Lunch. Visit Karlstejaee the village under the castle and the Museum of Nativity filledoldth
Czech nativity scenes, shopping. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 12, Friday, 26.6.Breakfast in hotel. Excursion to Vysehrad for the day, historical fort built sometime introedtiry

over the Vltava River. Visit the most interesting monuments and places in the complex. Lunch. A guided tour for somé importan
exhibitions and monuments plus walk around on our own. Vysehrad Cemetery contains many famous people Antonin Dvorak,
Bedfich Smetana, Karel Capek and Alphonse Mucha. Visit Tesco. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 13, Saturday, 27.6Breakfast in hotel. Depart to the center of Prague including lusigitseeing tour of major sights such
as Venceslas Square, Old Town Square and Charles Bridggetime for shopping. Hotel, Dinner.

Day 14, Sunday, 28.6Breakfast in hotel. Depart for downtown Pragu@&hurch. Lunch. Free time for shopping. Hotel, Dinner.

The Price IncludesAirfare/roundtrip: Houston TX Prague, economy class all trip and tours

Accommodations: 12 overnights in first class and standard class hotels, Meals and Drinks: 12 breakfasts, dinnegs or evenin
meals, 11 lunches, free selected drink with each meal (soft drink, a cup of coffee or tea, glass of beer), SpeciaheEtents:
ings, genealogy Guides: all the tours, guided tours, excursions, etc.

Contact Patsy Robertson at 9-284-3697 or Probert420@aol.com to make reservations.




University of Texas at AustinChair in Czech Studies
University of Texas to celebrate 100 Years of Czech

The year 2015 marks the centennial of the teaching of the Czech language at UT and will be celebrg

ted w

symposium on Saturday April 11, 2015, at the Glickman Conference Center in the Liberal Arts Building. The eve

is sponsored by The Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies and the Texas Chair in Czech Studies.
The committee planning this event includes Mary Neuburger, Director, Center for Russian, East Eur(
and Eurasian Studies and Chair and Professor, Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies, and Mark Hop
turer, Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies. The planning committe also includes James Sassin, Ra)
and Mark Labaj all from the Czech Educational Foundation of Texas (CEFT). CEFT was the source of eng
funding that established the Texas Chair of Czech Studies in 1990.
Keynote Speaker will be Robert Hutchings, Dean, LBJ School of Public Affairs, whose experience in
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affairs includes familiarity with the Czech lands of central Europe. Other speakers will review eras of teaching of

the Czech language at UT over the last century and the impacsaidents in their careers nationally and interr
tionally.

a_

Texas Czech Legacy Project

The Texas Czech Legacy Project (TCLP) in the Department of the Slavic and Eurasian Studies at
the University of Texas aims to offer comprehensive information about the language and culture
of the Texas Czechs. Their first and most ambitious undertaking is the Texas Czech Dialect Ar-

chive, the user interface and data base with audio recordings collected from ethnic Czech Mora-
vians in Texas since the 1970s through the 2000s. Some 15 recordings with transcripts are now
available on their website http://laits.utexas.edu/txczechproject.

The project team includes: Lida Cope, Project Director, Mark Hopkins, On-Site Coordinator and
Transcription: Ryan S. Miller, Web Designer; Hans C. Boas, Project Advisor, Mary Neuburger,
Project Advisor; John Tomecek, Project Consultant.

Listopad

SynopsisPetr, Jiri and Ondrej are an unlikely trio of friends. An artist, a hockey player and a music trader, the
boys survive Communism by playing sports, drinking beer, chasing girls and listening to underground musjc. But
they are bound together by their common desire for freedom and, on a cold, dark night in November, Petr,|Jiri ar

Ondrej join the front lines of a student demonstration in the streets of Praha.

Based upon true stories from the 'Velvet Revolution’, Listopad is a timeless story of political and artistic courage.
Seen through the eyes of Petr, Jiri and Ondrej, Listopad brings to life the exhilarating days of November 1989
when, in spite of everything and everyone arrayed against them, students, artists and dissidents filled the gtreets

Praha to stand up for their hopes and dreams of freedattp. {listopadfilm.com/synopsis.htmi
--Jeffrey Brown has produced a number of awardning narrative features and feature documentaries in Eurp

DE,

Africa and the USA. His narrative feature Mamas & Papas won Best Film and Best Script at the 2010 Hanqptons
IFF while Shut Up and Shoot Me won Best Narrative Feature at the 2007 AFI Dallas IFF. He executive prgduced
Academy Awardvi nni ng Czech director Jan Sverakds Kookly,

IFF in the Czech Republic. He just completed production on a feature documentary on Somali pirates and|is in p

-production on Listopad, a narrative feature on the Czech Republic's Velvet Revolution, and the Last Undgr

grour

on Czech underground art and music. He isREoducer of No No: A Dockumentary premiered at 2014 Sundgnce

Film Festival and played SXSW and is set for release in September 2014. His recent documentary The Grp

ve, T

won Best Texas Film at Fredicksberg's 2014 Hill Country Film Festival this past May. Jeffrey splits time befween

Prague, Czech Republic, where he has lived for the last 20 years, and Wimberley, TX.



http://listopadfilm.com/synopsis.html

